
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1075
 
Main Petitioner: David Emslie 
 
Subject: Calls for the Parliament to investigate the administration and 
operation of registered social landlords and to investigate the role of 
Communities Scotland as the regulatory and inspection body and for such 
registered social landlords to be brought within the remit of Audit Scotland.  
 
Background  
 
Communities Scotland is the Scottish Executive’s housing and regeneration 
agency.  It is responsible for implementing the ‘single regulatory framework’ 
for all social landlords in Scotland. Under the framework the housing 
management functions of all registered social landlords and local authorities, 
and the homelessness and factoring functions of local authorities, are 
inspected by Communities Scotland.   
 
The work of Communities Scotland regulation and inspection division is 
governed by an Independent Regulation Board. Communities Scotland 
operates in line with the Code of Practice set by Scottish Ministers. It also 
works with three advisory groups (which includes representatives from Audit 
Scotland) in developing their approach to inspection.   
 
A Memorandum of Understanding between Communities Scotland and the 
Accounts Commission has been developed to achieve a consistent and co-
ordinated response between the two bodies.   
 
Audit Scotland provides services to the Auditor General for Scotland and the 
Accounts Commission. Audit Scotland is a statutory body set up in April 2000, 
under the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000. 
 
The Accounts Commission is responsible for securing the audit of 32 Scottish 
local councils and 34 joint boards, including those for police and fire services. 
The Commission investigates whether these bodies achieve the best possible 
value for money and adhere to the highest standards of financial 
management. The Accounts Commission is independent and is not subject to 
the control of the Scottish Executive or the Scottish Parliament.  
 
The “Crerar Review”  
 
In June 2006 the Scottish Executive set up an independent review, chaired by 
Professor Lorne Crerar, to look at how improvements could be made in 
inspection, regulation, audit and complaints handling for public services in 
Scotland. The review was set up in the context of concern about potential 
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duplication and overlap in the scrutiny sector and the burden on service 
providers in meeting the requirements of the regulators.  
 
The review report was published on September 2007. It identified overlap in 
the roles of different scrutiny bodies and made 42 recommendations which, in 
the long term, could eventually lead to the creation of one single scrutiny 
body. The Scottish Government has not yet responded to the report. 
 
Review of Communities Scotland  
 
The Scottish Government has announced plans to abolish Communities 
Scotland. The Scottish Government’s consultation document Firm 
Foundations: the Future of Housing in Scotland was published on 31 October 
2007.  It sets out the plans for Communities Scotland: 

“In due course, we will set out the way in which the Government will 
respond to Professor Crerar's findings as they might shape the wider 
landscape for scrutiny. As a starting point, however, it is important to 
recognise that the way in which regulation works to safeguard and 
promote the interests of tenants and others, is an important component 
of a successful future for social housing. 

As part of the steps we will be taking to abolish Communities Scotland, 
we will put in place interim arrangements to ensure that the regulatory 
function which Communities Scotland discharged on behalf of 
Ministers, continues to operate at arm's length from Ministers. In the 
longer term, we will build on the success and strengths of the 
regulatory function, to make more explicit the way in which regulation 
serves the interests of tenants - current and future - and others”. 

The consultation document provided further detail on the proposed 
principles that should underpin the modernised regulation of social 
housing. The consultation ends in January 2008.  

 
 
 
 
Kate Berry 
Senior Research Specialist 
13 November 2007 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk  
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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